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REMARKS 



Request for Reconsideration, Informal Matters, Claims Pendinjg 

The final Office action mailed on 13 July 2007 has been considered 
carefully. Reconsideration of the claimed invention in view of the 
amendments above and the discussion belov^ is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 and 3-23 are pending. 

Patentability of Claims Over Patel & Inoue 

Rejection Summary 

Claims 1-2 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) for 
anticipation by U.S. Patent No. 7,107,080 (Patel). 



unpatentable over Patel and U.S. Publication No. 2003/0156551 (Inoue). 

Claims 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) for anticipation 
by U.S. Publication No. 2003/0156551 (Inoue). 

The Examiner has maintained the rejections pending receipt of the 
certified copy of the priority document for Applicants' European Application 
No. 02292026.8 filed on 13 August 2002. 

Discussion 



Claims 3-4 and 8-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



The subject application was filed on 8 August 2003 based on a 
priority EPC Application (Number 02292026.8) filed on 13 August 2002, for 
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which the Commissioner granted a foreign filing license base on Applicants' 37 
CFR 5.12 Petition of 5 August 2002. 

In the instant application. Applicants unintentionally delayed the 
claim to priority to the earlier filed EPC application under 35 USC 119. 
Applicants have concurrently filed a Petition under 37 CFR. 1.55(c) to accept 
Applicants unintentionally delayed claim for priority. 

Applicants have submitted herewith a certified copy of the 
European Application No. 02292026.8 filed on 13 August 2002 from which 
priority is claimed. 

Prayer For Relief 



In view of the discussion above and the attached certified copy of 
the priority document, the Claims of the present application are in condition 
for allowance. Kindly withdraw any rejections and objections and allow this 
application to issue as a United States Patent without further delay. 
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